Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  Couiibil 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1963 


CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
CUCKFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Oaklands,  Boltro  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 

Tel.  No.  FIaywards  Heath  1301. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28964263 


URBM  DISTRICT  CCURCIL  OF  BURGESS  HILL 


A HR  UAL  REPORT 

of  the 

immCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1963 

D.  I'H  RICHARDSOH 

M.R.C.S,  (En^.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  D.P«H.  (En^.) 


Health  Department, 
Oaklands, 

Boltro  Road, 
Hayr^-ards  Heath. 


Tel.  No.  Haywards  Heath  1301 


October,  1964 


Members  of  the  Urlpan  District  Council  of  Bur^^ess  Hill»  1963-1964 


Mrs.  E.  E.  M.  Bridgman,  J.P.,  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 

C.  Judge,  Esq.,  (Vice  Chairman) 

T.  H.  Brov/n,  Esq., 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Campbell 
W.  B.  Clark,  Esq., 

J.  Be  Caux,  Esq., 

A.  A.  I'umsdajT',  Esq., 

Mrs.  M.  Edmondson 
T.  F,  Hole,  Esq., 

L.  W.  Laver,  Esq., 

Mrs.  V.  B.  H.  Muncy 
R.  W.  Pepper,  Esq., 

G.  R.  Power,  Esq., 

J.  Smith,  Esq., 

E.  P.  Taylor,  Esq. 


Public  Health  Committee 


Chairman  of  the  Council  (ex  officio) 

Mrs.  M.  Edmondson  (Chairman) 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Campbell 
W.  B.  Clark,  Esq. , 

T.  P.  Hole,  Esq., 

R.  W,  Pepper,  Esq., 

G.  R.  Pov;er,  Esq., 

J.  Smith,  Esq. 


UEBM  DISTRICT  COIMCIL  OF  BURGESS  HILL 


REPORT 

of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  FxEALTH 


To  the  CHAmiAH  AHD  MCBERS  OF  THE  BURGESS  HILL  URBAH  DISTRICT  COUHCIL. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1963. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  fell  slightly  to  17.82  births  per  thousand 
population.  The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  expressed  as  a percentage 
of  total  live  births  was  2.64.  The  infant  mortality  rate  fell  for  the  third 
consecutive  year  to  7.55  compared  with  10.07  for  the  previous  year.  During 
1963  there  were  two  infant  deaths  under  one  year,  one  of  which  occurred  during 
the  first  week  of  life.  The  still  birth  rate  was  18.52,  and  the  foregoing, 
when  combined  with  the  early  neonatal  rate,  gave  a perinatal  mortality  rate  of 
22.22  — a slightly  lower  figure  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate  was  again  nil. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  156,  giving 
a corrected  death  rate  of  10. 80.  An  analysis  of  the  main  causes  of  death  will 
be  found  on  page  10  of  this  report. 

FLUORIDATIOH  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


In  July  a full  report  on  the  above  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee.  The  latter  accepted  in  principle  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies 
as  a positive  step  towards  improved  dental  health  and  in  due  course  the  Council 
informed  the  County  Council  of  its  support  in  this  matter. 

The  adoption  of  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  in  this  country  has 
been  hindered  by  a vociferous  but  well  organised  minority  who  have  exploited 
the  almost  pathological  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  people  to  allow  themselves 
to  be  frightened  out  of  their  wits  by  any  new  measure  for  the  public  good. 

At  the  present  time  the  Rational  Pure  Water  Association,  in  itself  a 
misnomer,  is  endeavouring  to  sow  the  seeds  of  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  councils  that  had  previously  decided  to  go  ahead,  are  v;avering  in  the  face 
of  pressure  from  a minority  of  public  opinion.  The  emotional  appeal  of  the 
anti-fluoridationists  is  overwhelming  and  their  literature  abounds  with  half 
truths  and  quotations,  (often  out  of  contex:t)  , from  the  medical  press.  If 
their  claims  are  to  be  believed  the  half  million  persons  in  this  country  who 
are  resident  in  areas  v/here  a high  level  of  natural  fluoride  persists  (e.g. 

Maldon  in  Essex  where  the  level  is  five  times  that  of  the  recommended  optimum) 
must  be  presumed  to  have  a very  uncertain  future.  To  the  best  of  my  knov/ledge 
the  press  has  not  yet  reported  a mass  exodus  from  Maldon  or  other  high  fluoride 
areas,  v/hich  is  hardly  surprising  as  the  life  expectancy  is  not  less  in  Maldon 
nor  the  incidence  of  disease  higher  there  than  in  areas  in  which  the  concentration 
of  fluoride  is  well  below  the  recommended  level. 
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At  the  time  of  going  to  press  there  have  been  encouraging  developments 
on  the  side  of  the  protagonists.  The  City  of  Eirmingham  v;hich  has  always 
adopted  a progressive  attitude  in  public  health  measures,  has  finalised  its 
plans  for  the  provision  of  fluoridated  water  for  its  one  and  a quarter  million 
inhabitants. 

In  E-ire,  the  Supreme  Court  has  recently  upheld  a High  Court  decision 
that  it  was  not  unconstitutional  to  add  fluoride  to  public  water  supplies  under 
the  Health  (Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies)  Act  I96O.  In  this  action  a Dublin 
housewdfe  had  challenged  the  validity  of  the  Act,  introduced  three  years  ago, 
which  directed  local  authorities  to  fluroidate  public  water  supplies.  The 
original  hearing  lasted  for  months  and  evidence  v/as  taken  from  many  inter- 
national experts  representing  both  points  of  view.  The  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  has  directed  that  the  costs  of  both  actions,  estimated  to  run  to  about 
£60,000,  must  be  borne  by  the  plaintiff. 

^ According  to  a report  in  the  ’’Irish  Times”  (3.7*64.)  the  Chief 

Justice  said,  in  the  course  of  giving  judgment,  that  the  question  of  dental 
caries  had  become  a national  problem  in  Eire.  It  could  result  not  only  in 
damage  to  the  teeth  themselves  but  through  them  might  be  injurious  to  the 
general  health.  The  state  v/as  organised  for  the  common  v/elfare  of  all  its 
citizens  and  had  a duty  of  protecting  citizens  from  dangers  to  health  in  a 
manner  not  incompatible  or  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  those  citizens  as 
human  persons.  The  Court  did  not  accept  that  fluoridation  of  water,  was,  or 
could  be  described  as  a mass  medication  or  mass  administration  of  ’’drugs” 
through  water  and  it  v/as  a misuse  of  words  to  refer  to  the  process  in  such  terms. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  foregoing  judgment  together  with  the  Birmingham 
decision  will  stimulate  a more  rational  attitude  towards  the  fluoridation  of 
water  supplies  in  this  country  in  the  coming  months. 

* The  decision  to  go  ahead  with  fluoridation  in  a particular  district  is 
implemented  by  the  major  local  authorities  (County  Councils  and  County 
Boroughs)  under  section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and 
it  is  these  authorities  v;hich,  subject  to  Ministry  approval,  are  responsible 
for  making  arrangements  Virith  Water  Undertakers. 

^ ’’The  Medical  Officer”  10. 7. 64. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  period  under  review  consideration  was 
given  to  the  advisability  of  making  this  disease  notifiable  in  Mid-Sussex  under 
section  147  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Although  a detailed  report  on 
this  matter  was  not  placed  before  the  Council  until  early  this  year  (1964) 5 
the  formalities  have  been  concluded  and  the  disease  is  now  notifiable  in  the 
three  districts  under  my  supervision.  A full  report  on  this  matter  will  be 
submitted  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1964* 


IMMIMISATIOIT  AGADTST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPHTG  COUGH,  TETAMJS  MD  POLIOTOLITIS 


During  the  year  I attended  sixteen  clinics  and  schools  in  the  Urban 
District  and  carried  out  a total  of  936  injections. 

In  1963  the  percentage  of  children  under  one  year  in  East  Sussex  who 
had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  79*  In  the 
same  age  group  63  per  cent  of  children  were  immunised  against  poliomyelitis, 
and  in  the  age  group  1-4  years  68.7  per  cent  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

The  total  number  of  inoculations  given  by  your  Medical  Officer  during 
the  year  may  be  summarised  as  follows s- 


C oR.D.C. 

C.U.D.C. 

B.H.U.D.C. 

Diphtheria  Immunisations 

T.A.F 

207 

267 

209 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

164 

217 

174 

Trivax  (Triple) 

112 

53 

539 

Tetanus 

— 

3 

14 

483 

540 

936 

Others s 

Smallpox 

1 

8 

7 

Influenza  (C.U.D.C,  Staff) 

— 

66 

— 

484 

614 

943 

CUCKPIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

484 

CUCKPIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

614 

BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 

943 

• • • • 

2,041 

htteruatioml  certificates  op  vaccination  against  smllpox  and  cholera 


During  the  year  1,056  certificates  were  authenticated  by  the 
Health  Department. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


- 4 - 


Tv;o  hiindred  and  sixty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
compared  with  a figure  of  83  for  the  previous  year  and,  of  the  total 
notifications  received,  247  were  due  to  measles,  8 to  v/hooping  cough  and  3 
to  scarlet  fever.  One  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Sonne  D:’/'sentery 

This  case,  a housewife  of  30  years,  was  notified  hy  the  family 
doctor.  A routine  investigation  of  the  family  revealed  the  presence  of 
dysentery  organisms  in  the  stools  of  one  of  the  children,  a hoy  of  9*  It 
vras  not  necessary  to  impose  any  restrictions  on  this  family  and  after 
treatment  hacteriological  clearance  was  obtained  in  both  cases. 

Typhoid  — Imported  Cases 

On  the  14th  March  a circular  letter  was  received  from  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  which  reference  was  made  to 
three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which  had  been  reported  among  persons  who  had 
recently  returned  from  Switzerland.  Copies  of  this  letter  were  made 
immediately  and  circulated  to  all  family  doctors  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area. 

On  the  21st  Bilarch  typhoid  fever  was  diagnosed  in  a restaurant 
owner  in  an  adjoining  district.  Several  persons  living  in  the  Mid-Sussex 
area  who  had  visited  one  or  other  of  the  two  restaurants  in  question, 
sought  our  advice  including  a youing  woman  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the 
case  at  a party. 

Laboratory  investigations  were  carried  out  in  three  instances  in 
v/hich  individuals  had  developed  a mild  enteritis,  follov/ing  a visit  to  one 
of  the  restaurants.  It  was  unnecessary  to  impose  restrictions  on  any  of 
the  contacts  and  all  were  allowed  to  return  to  vrork  with  strict  instructions 
to  report  to  their  family  doctors  if  they  felt  at  all  unv/ell. 

The  slight,  but  nevertheless  quite  real,  risk  of  symptomless 
’’Carriers"  from  the  Zermatt  area  being  employed  as  food  handlers  naturally 
received  the  attention  of  public  health  authorities  in  this  country  and  a 
circular  letter  was  prepared  and  sent  from,  my  office  to  the  proprietors  of 
530  catering  establishments  and  retail  food  shops  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area, 
asking  them,  to  let  me  know  if  they  or  any  of  their  employees  had  recently 
returned  from  Switzerland. 
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Suspected  Cov/pox  — Later  diagnosed  as  a case  of  Acute  Erythema  ITodosum 

On  the  12th  March  a family  doctor  in  Burgess  Hill  drew  my  attention 
to  an  unusual  rash  which  had  developed  on  one  of  his  patients?  a young  married 
woman.  The  individual  lesions  hore  a remarkable  resemblance  to  those  which 
occur  as  a result  of  a successful  primary  vaccination.  As  the  patient  seemed 
almost  certain  that  she  had  never  been  vaccinated  and  told  us  that  she  had 
visited  Haywards  Heath  Market  ten  days  earlier,  a tentative  diagnosis  of 
cowpox  seemed  justified.  The  distribution  of  the  lesions  was  centrifugal, 
the  greatest  concentration  occurring  on  the  lovrer  part  of  the  legs,  the 
forearms  and  the  face.  None  were  present  on  the  trunk.  The  patient  gave  a 
history  of  a sore  throat  and  temperature  about  eight  days  previously. 

On  telephoning  the  district  veterinary  officer  I was  told  that 
cowpox  was  by  no  means  uncommon  am.ongst  animals  in  the  area.  The  patient 
had  a marked  lesion  in  the  vicinity  of  a scratch  on  the  back  of  her  hand  and 
it  seemed  likely  that  she  might  have  acquired  the  virus  at  the  market  and 
then  hqd  it  scratched  into  the  skin  by  the  family  cat.  Drug  allergy  appeared 
unlikely. 

Later  in  the  day  I asked  the  area  smallpox  consultant  to  look  at 
the  case  and  a provisional  diagnosis  of  cowpox  was  made.  Material  was  taken 
from  one  of  the  lesions  and  sent  to  the  virus  reference  laboratory  at  Colindale. 
A few  hours  later  a negative  result  was  received  by  telephone  and  within  a fev/ 
days  the  results  of  a more  comprehensive  range  of  tests  confirmed  the  initial 
findings.  In  the  meantime  a consultant  dermatologist  had  been  called  in  and 
a diagnosis  of  acute  erythema  nodosum  was  made,  probably  as  a result  of  an 
antecedent  streptococcal  throat  infection.  The  dermatologist  said  that 
although  the  distribution  on  the  limbs  v;as  typical  the  presence  of  lesions  on 
the  face  was  most  unusual. 

An  outbreak  of  ”Hand,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease" 

Although  the  following  relates  to  an  outbreak  in  Cuckfield  Rural 
District,  it  is  knov.n  that  sporadic  cases  have  occurred  during  the  past  fev/ 
months  in  other  parts  of  the  Mid-Sussex  area,  and  a description  of  the 
outbreak  has  been  included  in  this  report  as  a m.atter  of  clinical  interest. 

On  the  7th  October  a family  doctor  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
district  reported  that  he  had  seen  several  children  with  fever  and  stomatitis, 
followed  v/ithin  a few  days  by  small  vesicular  lesions,  mainly  confined  to  the 
fingers  and  toes.  Most  of  the  affected  children  v/ere  resident  on  a smiall 
housing  estate. 

On  the  8th  October  I visited  the  estate  with  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  interviewed  several  of  the  families.  Throat  swabs  were 
taken  which  later  revealed  the  presence  of  haemolytic  streptococci  (Lancefield, 
group  a)  in  one  case  but  this  result  ?/as  not  thought  to  be  of  any  significance 
in  relation  to  the  outbreak,  which  appeared  to  be  almost  certainly  viral  in 
origin.  All  the  children  were  known  to  have  consumed  soft  ice-cream  from  a 
van  which  toured  the  estate  daily  but  routine  inquiries  did  not  produce  any 
information  considered  to  be  of  value. 
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In  the  meantime  a search  through  the  office  file  on  Virus  Diseases 
revealed  an  interesting  account  of  an  outbreak  in  Birmingham  in  1959  in  which 
the  clinical  picture  closely  resembled  the  foregoing.  In  this  paper 
reference  v/as  also  made  to  an  earlier  description  of  the  condition  by 
Canadian  workers  who,  in  1957 > Bad  isolated  a virus  serologically  similar 
to  Coxsackie  A 16  from  a series  of  cases  in  Toronto.  The  experience  of 
the  Toronto  workers  was  confirmed  at  Birmingham  by  isolation  of  a similar 
virus . 


The  clinical  picture  in  Mid-Sussex  sc  closely  resembled  the 
description  of  the  outbreaks  which  had  occurred  in  Birmingham  and  Toronto 
that  there  was  no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  the  diagnosis  was  valid. 

The  biological  similar! tj/  between  Coxsackie  virus  and  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  in  cattle  has  been  remarked  upon,  and  the  experts  consider  it 
not  at  all  surprising  to  find  at  least  one  Coxsackie  virus  producing  lesions 
of  "Foot  and  Mouth"  type  distribution,  although  actually  the  tv/o  groups  of 
viruses  are  serologically  distinct. 

Faecal  specimens  were  taken  from  tv;o  or  three  children  and  I 
understand  from  the  virologists  (April  I964)  that  a virus,  not  yet  identified, 
has  been  isolated  in  the  Coxsackie  laboratory.  Further  information  is 
awaited. 


The  small  outbreak  in  Mid-Sussex  v/as  followed  by  a similar  outbreak 
in  a neighbouring  district  and  during  the  weeks  that  followed  other  cases 
v/ere  reported  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  family  doctor  concerned  for 
drawing  my  attention  to  this  interesting  outbreak  and  for  his  co-operation 
in  informing  me  of  suitable  persons  from  v/hom  specimens  could  be  obtained. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTAJICE  ACT,  I948 

MTIOBAL  ASSISTANCE  (aIMIDI/IMT)  ACT,  1931 

Section  47 » 

This  Section  provides  for  the  compulsory  removal  from  their  homes 
of  elderly,  infirm  or  incapacitated  persons  who  are  not  receiving  proper  care 
and  attention.  Such  persons  are  often  living  on  their  own  under  poor  and 
insanitary  conditions  and  although  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  formal  action 
under  this  Section,  several  cases  were  investigated  during  the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

(i)  The  v;ater  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District 
is  supplied  hy  the  Mid-Sussex  Water  Company. 

This  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity, 

(ii)  The  Company  carried  out  monthly  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  raw  water  and  all  were 
satisfactory.  The  water  was  chlorinated, 

(iii)  The  supply  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  supply  being  contaminated. 

(v)  With  the  exception  of  three  houses,  all  are  provided 
with  a piped  supply  direct  to  the  house. 

MEDICAL  EXAIiBTATIODS 


During  the  year  medical  examinations  vjere  carried  out  for  the 
follovri.ng  authorities s- 


Cuckfield  Rural  District 
Cuckfield  Urban  District 
Burgess  Hill  Urban  District 
East  Sussex  County  Council 
Mid-Sussex  Water  Company 


11 

11 

8 

98  (68 
1 


schoolchildren) 


I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  lir.  Hobson,  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  his  help  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
department  and  for  the  particulars  v/hich  he  has  supplied  for  this  report, 

I also  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  other  members  of  the  staff  for 
their  loyal  support  during  the  year,  particularly  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  members  of  the  Council, 
particularly  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for 
their  support  and  also  the  officers  and  staff  in  other  departments  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 


D,  M,  RICHARDSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


- 8 - 


FUELIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  .«  E.  H.  Richardson?  MoR.CoS.  (Eng.)? 

L.RoC.P.  (Lond),  E.P.H.  (Eng.) 

(Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Cuckfield  Urban 
Districts  and  School  Medical  Officer  to  East  Susse::  County  Council) 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


J,  W,  Hobson?  M.A.P.H.I., 

(Certificates  of  Royal  Society 
of  Health  as  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Poods,  and  in  Sanitary 
Science) 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  •. 

S.  J,  Perry,  M.A.P.H.I., 

(Diploma  of  Royal  Society  of 

Health 

as  Inspector  of 

Meat  an( 

Other  P 

bods) 

Secretary  to  the  H.O.H.  .. 

Miss  G,  L, 

Everson 

Clerks  to  the  M.O.H.  ,, 

Miss  B,  P, 

Rackham 

Miss  V/.  M, 

Avery 

Clerk  to  the  S.P.H.I.  ,, 

Miss  M.  Jenner 

Rodent  Operator  . . « . 

I^r.  S.  Vf. 

Cook 

STATISTICS  MW  SOCIAL  COHEITIOHS  OP  THE 

AREA 

Summary  of  Statistics 

for  the  years 

0 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

2,024 

2,024 

2,024 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year 

14,110 

14,660 

15,010 

Rateable  Value  . . 

£216,066 

£224,137  £ 

■755,499 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£804 

£870 

£3,000 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre) 

6.97 

7.24 

7.42 

Number  of  Houses  . . . . . . 

4,798 

4,896 

5,096 

Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000 

population  . . . . . . 

15.51 

19.11 

17.82 

Death  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000 

population  . . . . . . 

12.06 

10.69 

10.80 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . . . • . 

12.88 

10.07 

7.55 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

XjO^X't  @ ••  0*  ••  «•  ••  ••  •• 

137 

121 

258 

X IX  0^X  iy  3 ••  ••  ••  ••  *0  ••  •• 

3 

4 

7 

Total  Live  Births 

140 

125 

265 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population  (crude) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

17.65 

population  (corrected)  ..  ..  ..  .. 

17.82 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

2.64 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Xj6^x'bxni0i/6  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total  Still  Births 

3 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births) 

18.52 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . . . . . . . . . . 

143 

127 

270 

Infant  Deaths 

JIale 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

XjO^X'bxni3>  1/0  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  e*  •• 

1 

1 

2 

XXX0^xi}xin3''t/0  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates s- 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .. 

7.55 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  7 •75 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.00 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  af5,e 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 


Male 

Female 

1 

Total 

1 

— ^ 

~ 

1 

3.77 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


1 1 
I ~ 

3.77 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
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Perinatal  Mortality 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1 week 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(a)  Burgess  Hill  Urban  .. 

(b)  Mid-Sussex  Area 

• • ♦ • 

live  and  still 

• • • • 

• • • • 

3 

births 

3 

6 

22.22 

22.58 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  .. 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total 

• • • • 

(live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

0.00 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

A.1X  Cb^u.sss  ••  ••  •«  •• 

• • • • 

88 

68 

156 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (corrected) 

10.39 

10.80 

MAIN  CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  THE  BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 

system  . . . . . . . . 

(Coronary  disease) . , . . 

1962 

1963 

62  (44.28^) 

20  (l4.28fc) 

59  (37.82f.) 

28  (17.95^) 

(ii)  Cancer  (all  sites) 

(Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus)  . . 

26  (l8.57^o) 

8 ( 5.71/0) 

22  (14.10??) 

6 ( 3.8556) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

17  (12.14/) 

31  (19.87/) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases  (including 
tuberculosis)  . . 

(Respiratory  tuberculosis) 

19  (13.57/) 

1 ( 0.71/) 

17  (10.90/) 

Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFA17TS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Cause 


1.  Respiratory  failure  (Prematurity  28  weeks) 

2.  Hydrocephalus  (Meningo  myecoele) 


• • 


2 hours 
2 months 


o^'o^-pi>•OJrol-'OvocX)-~oa^VJ^-f^UJ^\3l-'OvDOo— oo\Vji^Ojroi->ovDOo-Jcr\VJi4i>'Ujr\3h-' 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IH  BURGESS  HILL  URBAH  DISTRICT 


1. 

TuLerculosis,  respiratory 

• • • 

Males 

Females 

2. 

TuLerculosis,  other 

A • • 

1 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ..  .. 

• • • 

. 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

• 0 0 

. - 

- 

5. 

Vi/liooping  Cough  . . . . 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

8. 

Measles 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

0 0 0 

. 4 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

0 0 0 

. 6 

- 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 0 0 

. - 

- 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

. 6 

3 

15. 

Leulcaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 0 0 

. 3 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

0 0 0 

. 13 

18 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .. 

0 0 0 

. 18 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

• 0 0 

2 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

0 0 0 

. 10 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . 

0 0 0 

. 4 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

0 0 0 

. 3 

1 

25. 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system  . 

. 1 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 0 0 

. - 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 0 0 

. - 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 0 0 

. 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

, 6 

3 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ..  .. 

0 0 0 

. 4 

1 

35. 

Suicide  . . . . 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 0 0 

1 

Totals 

88 

68 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  BT  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  Laboratories  are  utilised  for  the  examination 
of  specimens s- 


Public  Health  Laboratory,  Brighton. 

Cuckfield  Hospital  Laboratory. 

Public  Analyst's  Laboratory  at  Lewes. 

I vrould  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Directors  of  the  above 
Laboratories  for  their  assistance,  particularly  Dr.  J.E.  Jameson  of  the 
Brighton  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  his  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 


Ambulance  Facilities 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  by  one  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Haywards  Heath  Ambulance  Station, 
Bridge  Road,  Hayv/ards  Heath. 


Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 


Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Goddards  Green  Hospital  for 
the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a 
cubicle  block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards 
and  side  v/ards. 

A table  on  page  16  gives  particulars  of  admissions  dioring  the  year. 


Smallpox 


The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that 
cases  of  smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River 
Hospitals  (Long  Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centre: 


Clinics: 

liphtheria 

Immunisation 

Chest 


Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therap.y 

Child  Guidance 
East  Grins tead 

Burpee ss  Hill 

Lewes 

Portslade 

Eye  Refractions 

(School  children) 


Minor  Ailments 


CLBTICS  AND  TEEATWT  CENTRES 


E.S.C.C,  Clinic,  Every  Thursday  9*30  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill  2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Dr.  attends  each  session. 

Toddlers'  session  every 
Thin?  s day  morning 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  1st  Monday  2.15  P*ro*  - 3.30  p.m. 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Kill 

Hayi/irards  Heath  Hospital  Thursdays  9*30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 


Cuclcfield  Hospital 


B.R.C.S.  Centre, 
Paddockhall  Road, 
Hayi/vards  Heath 


Every  Thursday  2 p.m. 
Diagnostic 

(Tuesday  9*30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 
(Dr.  attends  2nd  Tuesday 
( 10,30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 


Wednesday  9*30  a.m.  - 1 p.m, 
Friday  9*30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

2 p.m.  - 4*30  p.m. 
(By  appointment) 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Wednesday  10  a.m.. 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill  (By  appointment) 


Moat  Ro  s.d. 


Every  Thursday 
(By  appointment) 


E.S.C.C,  Clinic,  Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

Mill  Road  (By  appointment) 


Castlegate  House 


Every  Wednesday 
(By  appointment) 


Old  Shoreham  Road  Tuesday  10  a.m, 

Thursday  10  a.m, 
(By  appointment) 

Haywards  Heath  Hospital  Every  Friday 

(By  appointment) 


Sussex  Street  Clinic,  Every  Thursday 

Brighton  (By  appointment) 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Weekdays  (Mondays  to  Fridays) 

Mill  Road,  Biorgess  Hill  9 a.m.  to  10  a. mi. 
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Clinics  (continued) 

Cental  E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill 

School  Clinic  E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill 

* Family  Planning  E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands,  Boltro  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 

* Suh-Fertility  E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands,  Boltro  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 


By  appointment 

Dr.  Waugh 

(By  appointment) 

2nd  and  4'th  Wednesday  2 p.m.  - 4 P»ni. 
Dr.  each  session 
(By  appointment) 

1st  V/ednesday  2.15  p«m.  - 3.30  p.m. 
Dr.  each  session 
(By  appointment) 


Venereal 

Diseases 


Facilities  available  at  the  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton. 


Men  Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

V/omen  and  Children  Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 


4.30  p.m.  - 7 p.m. 

9.45  a.m.  - 12  noon 

1.30  p.m.  - 3.30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m.  - 3.30  p.m. 

10  a.m.  - 12  noon 

Fy  appointment  only. 


(New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the  Clinic  closes) 


Ante  Natal  E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  2 p.m. 

Clinicss  Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill 

* These  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

1 Total  cases 

notified 

Under  1 Year 

1 

r-| 

1 

CO 

1 

ro 

1 

-sy 

o^ 

1 

ur\ 

10-14 

CM 

1 

LOi 

1 — 1 

25  - 44 

'y- 

1 

m 

65  and  over 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

247 

5 

19 

42 

34 

32 

109 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

261 

5 

21 

42 

34 

33 

116 

4 

- 

6 

- 

- 

2 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS  - E CASES  MD  MORTALITY,  1963 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Groups 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

N on-Re  spir at  ory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1 

— 

1 - 5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15  - 25 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  - 35 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

55  - 65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

COFiPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  1951  - 1963 


Year 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

1951 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1952 

7 

4 

- 

- 

1953 

3 

1 

- 

2 

1954 

10 

1 

1 

- 

1955 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1956 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1957 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1958 

10 

1 

- 

- 

1959 

5 

- 

- 

- 

I960 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1961 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1963 

2 

- 

- 

1 
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GODDARDS  GREMI  HOSPITAL,  HASSOCKS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Matron  for  the  following  particulars  of 
cases  admitted  during  the  years- 


Disease 

Guckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Typhoid  (Contact) 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

24 

- 

1 

5 

30 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

V/hooping  Cough 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Mumps 

- 

2 

- 

8 

10 

Mumps  and  Orchitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chickenpox 

2 

2 

- 

6 

10 

Haemorrhagic  Chickenpox 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Chickenpox  and  Shingles 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Rubella 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Tonsillitis  and  Otitis  Media 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pharyngitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Old  T.B,  and  Influenza 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Asthma 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Abdominal  Pain 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Shingles 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Scabies 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Friedlanders  Bacillus 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Observation  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis 

5 

2 

14 

21 

Total 

42 

15 

3 

44 

104 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  tv;enty-five  different  diseases, 
observation  cases  or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 
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CASES  ADMITTED  TO  FCREDOVM  HOSPITAL,  FORTSLADE 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Dural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

Total 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

. 

. 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Gastro-enteritis 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Abdominal  Fain 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Observation  Diarrhoea 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Meningitis 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Measles 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Mumps  and  Eye  Injury 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Convulsions 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

“ 

1 

1 

(gonococcal  ophthalmia) 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

Infective  Hepatitis  and 

““ 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  of  leg 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Haemolytic  Streptococcal  Throat 

— 

1 

1 

Infection 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

5 

6 

18 
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REPORT  OF  TIIE  SMIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  PTSPECTOR 

SUI#^Y  OF  ^'/ISITS  CARRIER  OUT 

Dv/elling-houses  inspected  - general  175 

Revisits  carried  out  343 

Visits  made  as  Housing  Officer  46 

Visits  in  connection  v;ith  Improvement  Grants  297 

Visits  in  connection  with  Aged  Persons  10 

Infectious  Pisease  and  Food  Poisoning  36 

Meat  Inspection  200 

Pood  Inspection  66 

Food  Premises  212 

Movable  Dwellings  39 

Factories  and  Building  Sites  23 

Petroleum  Acts  'JO 

Smoke  Inspections  2 

Pest  Infestations  10 

Rats  and  Mice  9 

Swimming  Pool  8 

Cesspools  and  Sewage  Disposal  36 

Defective  Drainage  48 

Shops  Act  visits  4 

Pollution  of  Water  Courses  3 

Cinemas,  etc.  1 

Housing  Survey  visits  including  inspections  735 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  1 

Noise  Nuisances  1 

Miscellaneous  visits  31 


Total  visits  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  2406 


Total  visits  made  by  Rodent  Operator  re 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  2886 


SAMPLES  TAKEN 

Water  (public  supply) s- 

Bacteriological  2 

Bacteriological  (Private  well)  1 

Sw’imming  Pool  - Bacteriological  2 

Ice-cream  — Bacteriological  9 

Milk  - Biological  16 

30 
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LICMCES  ETC.  ISSUED 

Licences  to  keep  premises  as  a slaughterhouse  1 

Licences  to  act  as  a slaughterman  4 

Licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  1 

Licences  to  store  petroleum  23 

Caravans  — Site  licences  6 

IhSPEGTIOiT  AITI)  SUPSRVISIOE  OF  FOOLS 
imT,  MILIC,  ETC. 

hurnher  and  type  of  Food  Premises 2 

Supermarkets  2 

Grocery  and  provision  35 

Butchers  14 

Fishmongers  6 

Fruit  and  vegetables  9 

Cakes,  bread  and  confectionery  3 

Sugar  confectionery  16 

Hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes  7 

Canteens,  schools  and  institutions  19 

Licensed  premises  10 

Off-Licensed  stores  5 

126 

Huraber  and  type  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16 

Food  and  Brugs  Act,  1955° 

For  the  manufacture  of  sausages  10 

For  the  storage  a,nd  sale  of  ice-cream  45 

For  the  manufacture  of  preserved  food  2 

Hximber  of  inspections  carried  outs 

Ice-cream  premises  24 

Grocers  shops  35 

Cafes,  restaurants,  hotels  12 

Butchers  26 

Fishmongers  2 

Confectioners  27 

Greengrocers  11 

Bread  and  cakes  1 

V/ine  stores  and  licensed  premises  1 

Supermarkets  6 

M5 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Be;?ulations  1959 s 


Humber  of  Distributors  retailing  in  district  4 

Number  of  Eetailers  registered  for 

sale  of  bottled  milk  only  22 

Milks  direct  from  producers  taken  for  Eiblogical  tests s 

Number  of  samples  taken  16 

Number  satisfactory  15 

Niimber  unsatisfactory  (Brucella  abortus 

isolated)  1 


The  producer  of  the  affected  milk  supply  was  informed  of  the 
presence  of  the  infecting  organism  and  he  arranged  for  all  the  milk 
from  his  premises  to  be  pasteurised  in  future. 

Ice-cream; 

Number  of  samples  taken  9 

Number  satisfactory  (Grades  I and  II)  8 

Number  unsatisfactory  (Grade  III)  1 

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection; 

The  private  slaughterhouse  which  had  been  in  use  since  1954 j 
and  was  fully  modernised  and  improved  in  1962,  was  closed  on  13th 
July  1963,  when  the  site  was  acquired  for  housing  development.  The 
buildings  are  no?/  being  demolished  in  the  course  of  such  development. 

Up  to  the  time  of  closure  the  slaughterhouse  was  operating 
satisfactorily,  no  nuisance  occurred  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  period  was  2,646  and 
all  the  carcases  and  offals  v;ere  inspected. 

A table  giving  a summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  the 
incidence  of  disease  will  be  found  on  page  21. 

As  there  is  now  no  slaughterhouse  in  this  district,  those 
butchers  requiring  animals  to  be  slaughtered  send  them  to  Wivelsfield 
Green,  Ringmer  or  Horsham,  where  there  are  slaughterhouses  operated  by 
wholesale  meat  traders,  who  will  carry  out  private  slaughtering  for 
individual  butchers. 

The  municipal  abattoir  at  Brighton  is  used  mainly  by  v/holesale 
meat  organisations,  and  is  capable  of  meeting  the  needs  of  a large  part 
of  East  Sussex,  including  Burgess  Hill  if  necessary. 

Most  butchers  in  this  district  obtain  their  supplies  from 
wholesalers,  and  are  not  directly  concerned  with  the  place  of  slaughter. 
This  ?;as  true  even  before  the  West  Street  slaughterhouse  closed  as, 
except  for  supplying  the  owner’s  shops,  most  of  the  meat  produced  v/as 
sent  out  of  the  district. 
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It  is  considered  that  the  needs  of  this  district  are  capable  of 
being  met  satisfactorily,  and  no  problem  arises  in  connection  with  the  supply 
of  meat. 


STOSfiAEY  OP  MIMLS  SLiUGHTSRSD  AIMD  IPCIDHTCE  OF  DISEASE 


j 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

i Vi 

1 ^ 

i O 

O 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed 

588 

- 

82 

1453 

523 

- 

2646 

Number  inspected 

588 

- 

82 

1453 

523 

- 

2646 

All  diseases  except 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

Carcases  of  v/hich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticcrci 

56 

- 

1 

11 

9 

- 

77 

9.5 

- 

1.2 

0.8 

1.7 

- 

2.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  wdth 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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No  cases  of  tuberculosis  ?/ere  found,  and  no  animals  vrere  found  to 
be  infected  vith  Cysticercus  bovis. 

Three  cases  of  Swine  Fever  were  detected.  The  animals  in  question 
were  three  young  piglets,  vrhich  had  been  consigned  to  the  slaughterhouse 
from  a local  farm.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Ivlinistry  of  Agriculture, 
whose  Veterinary  Officer  visited  the  slaughterhouse,  arranged  for  the 
necessary  disinfection  of  the  premises  and  disposal  of  the  carcases. 

Nineteen  livers  were  affected  by  Fascioliasis. 

The  total  quantity  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  was 
6 cwts.  6 lbs. 


Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

Turing  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  food-stuffs  were 
surrendered  for  the  purpose  of  destruction,  and  certificates  issued,  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  claims  to  be  made  and  stocks  to  be  accounted  for; 

lbs. 


Tinned  meat  etc,  220 
Tinned  vegetables  275 
Fish  261 
Meat  133 
Tinned  Fruits  376 
Miscellaneous  203 


1468  13  cwts,  12  lbs. 


Condemned  food  is  taken  to  the  refuse  tip  and  buried. 


Food  Hygiene 

Regular  inspections  of  ail  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  It  was  found  that  hygiene  standards  had  improved  considerably 
since  the  previous  year  and  all  premises  are  now  equipped  v/ith  a constant 
supply  of  hot  vrater. 


Only  minor  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were 
found  and  the  attention  of  the  proprietors  was  dravn  to  the  matters  in  question. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  increased  frequency  of  routine  inspection 
which  is  now  possible  has  resulted  in  a better  sta.ndard  of  hygiene. 
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CLEM  AIR  ACT  1936 

Two  notifications  have  hsen  received  in  respect  of  proposed 
installation  of  oil  fired  "boilers  for  heating  purposes  at  schools  and 
institutions,  and  approval  under  the  Act  was  granted  in  each  case. 

RilTS  ML  ICECE  DESTRUCTION 

The  work  of  rodent  control  has  continued  satisfactorily  under  the 
care  of  T&r,  S,  V/,  Cook,  Rodent  Operator.  Many  infestations  are  reported 
hy  residents,  and  others  are  discovered  during  routine  survey  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  557  infestations  were  reported  and  visits  were  made 
to  1,423  separate  premises.  The  total  number  of  visits  and  revisits  for 
inspection  and  treatment  was  2,886.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  infestations 
of  rats  and  47  infestations  of  mice  were  found  and  treated,  and  624  bodies 
were  recovered.  Private  dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  charge  but  in 
the  case  of  business  premises  the  cost  of  the  work  has  to  be  recovered. 

The  refuse  tip  has  been  regularly  inspected  but  there  has  been  no 
serious  infestation.  Two  treatments  have  been  carried  out  on  the  tip. 

CESSPOOL  EMpyrnrc 


The  cesspool  emptying  scheme  has  continued  to  v/ork  successfully 
during  the  year,  and  108  emptyings  were  carried  out.  This  service  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  new  combined  cesspool/gully  emptying  vehicle  which  the 
Council  purchased  in  May  1963. 

SS17ERAGS  AMD  SE^lACxE  DISPOSAL 

The  work  of  extending  and  modernising  the  sewage  disposal  works 
vras  continued  and  is  noTi^  practically  completed.  The  new  circular 
sedimentation  tanlc  and  rectangular  filter  have  now  been  in  action  for  several 
months  and  are  giving  satisfactory  results. 

Work  is  now  well  in  hand  on  the  construction  of  the  new  pumping 
station  and  rising  main  which  will  eventually  replace  a considerable  section 
of  main  outfall  sewer  which  is  defective  and  inadequate. 

HOUSING 


Council  Housing 

In  July  1963  the  Council  appointed  its  first  Housing  Manager,  who 
became  responsible  for  all  aspects  of  housing  management,  including  the  work 
previously  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Rent  Act  1957 


One  application  for  a "Certificate  of  Disrepair"  was  received 
during  the  year,  and  a certificate  granted. 


Unfit  Houses 
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Two  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost.  Both  houses  were  unoccupied  at  the 
time. 


In  one  case,  formal  procedure  under  Section  16,  Housing  Act  1957 
was  taken  and  an  undertaking  accepted  from  the  owner  that  the  house  would  not 
be  used  for  habitation  until  it  had  been  made  fit.  The  other  house  was 
repaired  and  made  fit  by  the  owner  through  informal  action. 

Housing  Survey 

A detailed  survey  of  all  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  is  in 
progress  and  the  v;ork  has  been  completed  in  the  West  Ward.  The  purpose  of 
the  survey  is  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  general  state  of  repair  of  the 
houses,  and  also  to  ascertain  which  are  already  provided  with  the  modern 
amenities  covered  by  the  scheme  for  improvement  grants. 

The  information  obtained  in  the  case  of  the  West  Ward  is  as  follows 
Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  area  surveyed s 1201 


Humber  of  houses  visited  during  survey  58? 

Humber  of  houses  not  visited,  (modern 
houses  or  known  to  have  been  modernised 
recently)  390 

Council  houses  (not  visited)  217 

Houses  vacant  at  time  of  survey  7 


1201 


The  position  with  regard  to  modern  amenities  was  found  to  be  as 

followss- 


Owner/occupied  houses  lacking  in  one  or  more  of  the  5 
"Standard”  iimenities,  i.e.  bathroom,  v/ash  basin,  hot 
water  system,  inside  v/.c.  and  satisfactory  food  store  I40 

Tenanted  houses  lacking  the  above  amenities 
(out  of  a total  of  I87  tenanted  houses)  145 

285 

During  and  since  the  survey,  a personal  approach  has  been  made 
to  all  ov/ner/occupicrs  who  expressed  any  interest  in  carrying  out 
improvements  with  the  aid  of  a grant,  and  I8  applications  have  since  been 
received  and  dealt  with.  In  many  cases  the  work  has  already  been  completed. 


It  appears  rather  surprising  that  out  of  I40  owner/occupiers  of 
houses  in  need  of  modernisation,  only  a fe\7  could  he  prevailed  upon  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  carrying  out  such  modernisation,  even  with 
the  aid  of  a grant.  It  was  found  that  the  majority  were  elderly  people, 
some  of  v/hom  felt  that  they  either  did  not  v:ant  the  amcntics  or  could  not 
be  bothered  ■.vith  the  few  formalities  associated  v.-ith.  an  application.  Others 
v.'cro  fearful  ox  the  disruption  from  the  work  itself  or  of  the  cost  which 
would  fall  upon  them. 

The  remainder  who  were  not  elderly  people,  either  did  not  consider 
the  improvements  necessary  or  did  not  thinlc  they  could  afford  them.  Many 
people  will  not  contemplate  borrowing  or  raising  money  for  such  purposes. 

It  would  appear  that  no  further  progress  can  be  made  in  such  cases  at  present. 

In  the  cases  of  the  tenanted  properties,  most  tenants  expressed  a 
desire  to  have  their  houses  modernised.  Individual  approaches  are  being 
made  to  the  landlords  to  see  if  they  are  willing  to  undertake  the  work  with 
the  aid  of  a grant,  but  very  little  response  has  been  received  so  far. 

All  the  tenanted  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the  area  of  survey 
and  the  owners  notified  of  defects  of  repair  etc.,  which  are  found.  The 
general  standard  of  maintenance  is  however  fairly  satisfactory. 

It  is  felt  that  this  survey  v.dll  provide  a great  deal  of  information 
which  will  be  valuable  in  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1964* 

Improvement  Grants 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to  dealing  v/ith  applications 
for  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants,  v'hich  were  received  in  greater  numbers 
than  in  any  previous  yerr.  The  Council  through  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
is  doing  everjdhing  possible  to  make  these  grants  widely  known  and  to  encoxirage 
property  ov/ners  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

Fourteen  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary  Grants  and  16 
for  Standard  Grants.  Three  applications  were  later  withdrawn. 

Since  the  making*  of  Improvement  Grants  v/as  first  commenced,  99  houses 
have  been  improved  by  this  means,  and  over  £l6,000  has  been  paid  in  the  form 
of  grants.  'hen  it  is  considered  that  well  over  twice  this  amount  has 
actually  been  spent  on  the  modernisation  of  these  properties  the  time  and 
effort  involved  in  the  operation  of  the  scheme  appear  to  be  amply  justified. 


FACTORILS 

On  the  Industrial  Estate  the  erection  of  new  factories  has  continued 
and  there  are  nov/  40  factories  on  this  estate.  ' orks  of  building’  construction 
have  been  inspected  as  time  permits. 

The  required  information  in  tabular  form  is  as  follows;- 
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1.  INSPECTIOITS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  FROVISIOUS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


: 

Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  v^ihich 

Sections  1,  2,  3?  4 5 and 

6 are  to  "be  enforced  Dy  > 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 

83 

20 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding'  out-v/orkers 
premises) 

6 

Totals 

89 

20 

1 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  YffllCH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

No.  of 

cases 

were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  HoM. 
Inspec- 
tor 

By  H.K. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

•• 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insuificient 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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OUTOOHK 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

Number  of 
Outworkers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
feet.  133 
(1)  (c) 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Number  of 
instances 
of  v/ork  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

1 Notices  served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing 

apparels 

Making  etc. 

9 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PUBLIC  BATHS 


There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  Urban  Tlstrict,  namely 
the  open  air  swimming  pool  in  St.  Johns  Park.  This  is  ov/ned  by  the  Council 
and  operated  by  its  ovm  staff.  The  pool  measures  100  feet  by  40  feet,  the 
depth  being  from  2ft.  6ins.  to  8ft.  6ins.  The  construction  is  of  reinforced 
concrete,  the  walls  being  finished  v/ith  green  polished  cement  tiles  and  an 
area  surrounding  the  pool  is  enclosed  for  the  use  of  spectators  and  sim  bathers. 

The  capacity  of  the  pool  is  132,000  gallons,  and  the  circulating  and 
filtration  plant  is  capable  of  a complete  turnover  of  the  water  in  a period  of 
sizz  hours.  The  purification  process  consists  of  filtration,  and  aeration 
followed  by  breakpoint  chlorination  applied  by  a dosing  mechanism  to  regulate 
the  delivery  of  chlorine  gas  to  the  v/ater.  Water  for  initial  filling  and  for 
topping  up  is  obtained  from  the  mains. 

Throughout  the  season  no  difficulty  was  encountered  in  maintaining 
the  water  in  a satisfactory  physical  and  bacteriological  condition.  Regular 
tests  for  the  presence  of  chlorine  were  carried  out  and  a bacteriological 
sample  taken  showed  very  satisfactory  results. 


